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However this may be, it is pertinent that, in some contrast to the
bulk of his maturest verse, Keats, like Hunt, at first drew upon
a diction which is relatively polysyllabic for English poetry,
although not, of course, for English prose; and that, with Isabella,
this practice began to decrease.15

Until after the composition of Endymion, Keats, again like
Hunt, had used adjectives rather frequently but had hardly
exhausted the potentialities of the verb. Typical would be eight
lines from Endymion:

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall

From our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon,

Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon

For simple sheep; and such are daffodils

With the green world they live in; and clear rills

That for themselves a cooling covert make

'Gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake,

Rich with a sprinkling affair musk-rose blooms (I, 12-19).

Here adjectives far outnumber verbs. But in a stanza from
Isabella, with the same number of lines, very much the opposite
is true:

She weeps alone for pleasures not to be;

Sorely she wept until the night came on,
And then, instead of love, O misery!

She brooded o'er the luxury alone:
His image in the dusk she seemed to see,

And to the silence made a gentle rnoan,
Spreading her perfect arms upon the air,
And on her couch low murmuring * Where? O where?' (xxx).

In Isabella, indeed, Keats was already seeking strength and
discipline by drawing upon the verb rather than the adjective.14
The extent to which Keats was now conscious of the verb is
occasionally illustrated by the manuscript revisions. Thus the

l* In Endymion, I, for example, 27.1% (2090) of the words are of two syllables or
more, while 6.9% (505) are of three or more. There is already a decrease of poly-
syllabic diction in Isabella: 22.3% (878), or a fifth less, of the words are of two or
nacre syllables, while 5.6% (223), or about a sixth less, are of three or more.

* Adjectives total 16% (1176) in Endymion, I, and drop about a seventh to 13.8%
(554-) ia Isabdfa; verbs in Mndymioit, I, amount to 13,6% (1001), and in Isabella
riae by almost a seventh to 15% (592).